greater fortitude and power of endurance than the nerves will sustain. With the ancients the nerves were so intimately associated with the tendons and ligaments that nervousness indicated strength, etc. Without, therefore, going into any homily upon the nervous system, I desire to make some suggestion that may be of value to us in our contact with that class of people whom I have pleased to denominate "nervous patients," those who suffer the most acutely, and make operations in the oral cavity more difficult than any other class. The close relationship of the brain with the nervous system makes the dread of the operation almost as terrible as the operation itself. It goes without saying that the average patient dreads the dental chair. "I hate it, I hate it, and who shall dare to chide me for hating the dental chair" is a sentiment which finds lodgment in the breast of all "nervous patients." It would be difficult to outline a specific formula for all cases; there will be found peculiar phases of temper-
